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The conference engendered a rich selection of papers on a wide 

range of topics.  Rebecca Rist spoke on ‘Catholic Piety and the Crusades 

in the Novels of Walter Scott’, Sarah Macmillan on ‘The Uses of 

Tribulation: Piety, Identity and Masculine Self-Formation’, and Sarah 

Bastow on ‘The Pious Life of Thomas Meynell: Practical Concerns and 

Recusant Anxieties in Sixteenth Century Yorkshire’.  Other participants 

included Rachel May Golden (University of Tennessee), who spoke on 

‘Gendered Grief, Crusade and Devotion in Lamenting Richard the 

Lionheart’, Katie Phillips (University of Reading) on ‘Devotion by 

Donation: The Alms-Giving and Religious Foundations of Henry III’, 

Jonathan Gallagher (University of Edinburgh) on “‘Oh to vex me, 

contraries meet in one”: John Donne’s “A Litanie” and the Oath of 

Allegiance Controversy (1606-10)’, Delia Sarsons (University of 

Reading) on ‘Englishmen and their Books of Hours’, Gabriela Badea 

(Columbia University) on ‘Landscapes of the Heart in Le livre des 

seynctz medicines by Henry of Lancaster’, Laura Jacobus (Birkbeck, 

University of London) on “‘In remission of sins’: Putting a Price on a 

Money-Lender’s Piety’, Alexandru Ștefan (Babeş-Bolyai University, 

Romania) on ‘Death as a Social and Devotional Event. The Case of 
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hagiographical poem De seynt Panuce in which the protagonist Panuce 

meets a minstrel and a wealthy lord who both serve as a corrective and 

an inspiration to his piety.  Sibson argues that the poem adheres to 

monastic virtues, yet endorses lay status, emphasising that both pious 

laymen and professed religious may be considered spiritual equals, and 

asserting the need for the layman to act ethically in his civic 

responsibilities.  Hence we are presented with another innovative text 

which reflects concerns over the moral state of late medieval society and 

gives us insight into contemporary beliefs as to how the good lay 

Christian should navigate his way.     

Finally, Alexandru Ștefan’s article ‘Death as a Social and 

Devotional Event. The Case of Several Guilds from Late Medieval 

Transylvania’ explores how the devotional solidarity that medieval 

Transylvanian guildsmen expressed through their funereal rituals gave 

guilds the opportunity to transform the death of one of their members 

into a representation and endorsement of their power and prestige in 

urban society.  Through a fascinating examination of the evidence for 

the funeral activities of important Transylvanian guilds, Ștefan argues 

that the rituals instituted by a craft guild at the death of one of its 

members, in particular the obligation of young guildsmen to carry the 
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will be a valuable contribution to the study of lay male piety in the 

medieval and early modern periods.  

 

Rebecca Rist, Department of History, University of Reading, July 2017.   


